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anti-Wesley agitator eight months after his marri-
age with Grace Murray, had nothing significant
in it.   But the case of Maxfield was different.   A
man of no education, he had, we remember, been
one of Wesley's first lay preachers.   Ordained
later as a priest of the Church of England by the
Bishop of Londonderry, " to assist that good man
[Wesley] that he may not work himself to death,"
he had flourished exceedingly, and had married a
rich wife.   Feeling the importance of his mission,
in 1762 he began to think that he might improve
on the religion he had preached so long, especially
on Wesley's doctrine of Perfection.    The  theo-
logical point is a little confusing to the layman,
and Wesley's earlier utterances, not to mention
Charles's poems, may easily lead one astray ; but
the issue seems to have been that whereas Wesley's
Perfection meant a whole-hearted love of God and
one's neighbour, which, by the constant help of
Christ, kept ever-present sin in  abeyance, for
Maxfield Perfection meant that sin  had   been
killed at the root; it was the difference between
Perfection in Christ (the Arminian position) and
Perfection outside Christ.   Those who had at-
tained the latter, as Maxfield had, were on a level
with the angels, they needed no preachings, no
sacraments, and they were beyond learning any-
thing except from those equally sinless.   Thus
Wesley, who had no illusions about sin., was not
fit to teach them.   Then, to increase the ardour,
Maxfield was joined by an ex-corporal of the